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NeW ViSiON
by Steve Gumaer

Founder & CeO of Partners relief & development

Free, full lives for the children of Burma and reconciled communities liv-
ing in peace. That’s what we are working for. This is our vision. But there 
are a few obstacles in front of us.

the Burma army is the 12th largest army on earth. their intense military 
power is employed to systematically exploit the country of its resources and 
to keep an iron grip on the infrastructure needed to maintain their stolen 
wealth. the destruction and abuse this has wrought on the largely agrarian 
people in the hills is a modern day crime against humanity.

in January i visited many communities of internally displaced people. My 
experience confirmed what we have been reporting on and sending support 
for since 1994.

i saw thousands of families fragmented due to the roads that were construct-
ed, patrolled and landmined to divide villagers for their loved ones. these 
same roads keep rice farmers from their farms and stop entire populations 
from travelling, trading and sustaining their way of life. i walked through 
valleys of abandoned terraced rice fields that once fed hundreds of people 
through the rhythm of seasons and life.

i walked through formerly thriving communities, seeing only the charred 
remains of homes where babies were born, raised, and brought up to take 
over the farms of their fathers, their ancestors. Not only had the Burma army 
destroyed their homes, farms, and way of life, they  also buried landmines 
in obvious approach and exit paths so that when the villagers return to find 
their belongings, they would be marred for life by this destructive legacy.

the youngest victims of this war carry on in their hide sites. they are resilient. 
Yet they suffer for lack of clean water, nourishing food, shelter, and the break-
down in community that happens when hope for the future is lost.

the children of Burma do not enjoy the freedom or the fullness my own 
daughters' experience. their schools are burned to the ground along with 
their homes; their churches and civic centers are destroyed; the clinics that 
would normally serve their needs in time of illness are set on fire, the medics 
often killed and the medicines stolen by this illegitimate regime. i grieve for 
the pain these people endure.

Partners has grown. This year we managed to touch the lives of half a million 
people in our pursuit of our newly sharpened vision to bring free, full lives to the 
children of Burma. Our hope is to be a part of bringing reconciled communities 
to live in peace. On every page of this issue you will see signposts leading 
towards the accomplishment of our vision.

this goal is worthy of our effort and struggle. to be the ones who deliver 
God’s grace, his fullness and freedom to the children of Burma is something 
we at Partners joyfully give our utmost to achieve. Our community effort on 
their behalf is sustained in part by you. thank you for your prayers and sup-
port. thank you on behalf of the thousands of families that your support has 
helped.

For the children of Burma,
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70,000 children are SOLdierS.

221 of every 1000 die before the age of 5.

80% of the children who die, do so from malaria, 
respiratory illnesses and diarrhea, sicknesses 
that could easily have been prevented.

Less than half of all school-aged 
children get to go to school.

ThESE ARE SOME OF ThE 
FACTS OF

ThIS IS WhAT ThE BURMA 
MILITARy gOvERNMENT 
SAyS ABOUT BURMA:

‘Myanmar today is striving its utmost 
to create best opportunities for the 
children.’ according to the regime, 
children are the ‘jewels’ of Burma, and 
are cared for and respected by every 
member of society. the SPdC notes 
that children in Burma are very well 
protected, physically and psychologi-
cally. 

(Source: Paragraph 83 and 253. Myanmar’s 2nd Periodic Report to 
United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, 11 June 2002).

Less than 1% of GNP is spent on education.

LESS ThAN  0.3% OF gNP SPENT ON hEALThCARE.

Children are often forced into the sex industry. 
the trafficking of children has become increas-
ingly prevalent throughout the country, especially 
in border areas.

Children living in ethnic minority areas continue to be 
subjected to physical injury, torture, rape, murder, forced 
labor, and forced relocation. 

BURMA

1/3 of all children under 5 are malnourished.

Sources: Country reports on Human Rights Practices-2002; Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor; US State Department and ICRC, 2002; 
burmaissues.org; internal-displacement.org

Photo: Partners
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ChiLdreN
god s

text by Craig Garrison
photos: Partners
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the word "child" or "children" appears more than 
550 times in the Bible. 550. regardless of how 
important you feel that fact might be, one thing 

can be said:  God seems to care a lot about children.  in 
the Bible we are admonished to "become like children" 
(Matt. 18:3) in order to encounter the Kingdom of God.  
We are also told that when we "welcome a little child" 
(Matt. 18:5), it is the same as welcoming Jesus.  i could 
go on and mention that Jesus says that "the Kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as these (i.e. children)" (Matt. 
19:14), that "From the lips of children and infants you 
(God) have ordained praise..." (Psalm 8:2) and so on.  
Over and over, we read about children and how impor-
tant they are, how much we can learn from them and 
how they even hold some of the secrets of living the 
kind of life we should live.  it appears that, at least from 
God's perspective, all children are Children of God.

there's a place where millions of children are not taken 
care of, protected, loved or cherished.  in this place they 
are routinely abused, ignored, attacked, and trafficked. 
the place is Burma.  For the last 15 years, we've been 
doing what we can to try and bring some sanity back 
into the world of the children of Burma.  in fact, Part-
ners itself started with a $30 gift to help one child in a 
refugee camp with her basic needs to live and thrive for 
a year.  Sadly, things today are much worse than they 
were back then.  

the uN has identified four basic human rights for 
children: food security, physical security, health care, 
and education.  On all four of these basic human rights 
the government of Burma and their proxies have fallen 
woefully short.  in the recently released report "No More 
denial: Children affected by armed Conflict in Myanmar 
(Burma)," the authors delineate in detail the ways in 
which the Burma army and others violate, rape, attack, 
and starve children in conflict zones in Burma. 

Children as young as nine have experienced "forced 
or coerced recruitment by security forces and civilians, 
even in public places such as bus or train stations and 
markets. the recruitment and use of children has turned 
into a profitable business for soldiers, civilian brokers 
and the police, who receive money or food from recruit-
ers for each new recruit."*

in the active conflict areas where Partners primarily 
works, basic health care is extremely limited and in 
many places, non-existent.  Children are rarely, if ever, 
immunized and one in five children in eastern Burma 
conflict zones die before the age of five, usually of treat-
able diseases.  

rape is a common tool of the Burma army and their 
proxies and they commit this heinous act with im-
punity against ethnic women and girls. additionally, 
they commit countless acts of violence against entire 
communities including the burning of villages, schools 
and churches as well as the laying of land mines around 
razed schools and villages in order to terrorize, kill or 
maim those who dare return. 

When i read through these kinds of stories about the ter-
ror that two, three, four and five-year olds are growing 
up under, i have to ask myself, "is this what God wants 
for these children?",  "is this the kind of kingdom Jesus 
was talking about when he talked about children?"  the 
answer is a resounding NO!  and, it will take people like 
you and i and many others to say "NO" to this for them.  
Let's work together so that one day we will all be able to 
say along with Jesus, "the Kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these."  Children of God.  

*Material cited in quotes in this article comes from the four-
page summary report "No More Denial:  Children Affected 
by Armed Conflict in Myanmar (Burma)" and published by 
WatchList on Children and Armed Conflict: 
www.watchlist.org.

When I read through these kinds of stories 
about the terror that two, three, four and five-
year olds are growing up under, I have to ask 
myself, "Is this what god wants for these chil-
dren?",  "Is this the kind of kingdom Jesus was 
talking about when he talked about children?"  
The answer is a resounding NO! 

Left: Two Karen boys smiling for the camera in Karen State, Burma. 
Top: A Karen child from Eh Thu Tha camp.

Craig Garrison has been working for Partners for more than 
three years. He has a passion for children and families in 
Burma. He is married to Kara and is the father of four chil-
dren. The Garrisons are currently on home leave in the US.
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running again. the images on this page are photos of some of the 4000 people who had to flee the 
attacks in June 09. they received emergency supplies from Partners and Free Burma rangers. these 
critical supplies were purchased using gifts received for our 5 alive campaign. Photos: Partners
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Turn the page to find out how we do this.

i was sitting on a boat full of emergency supplies go-
ing down the Moei river, the river that serves as the 
border between thailand and Burma. We had brought 
mats, mosquito nets, blankets, pots, pans, bowls, plates, 
spoons, clothes and others supplies to give to the inter-
nally displaced people in the area.

When the boat stopped and we got out and met Saw 
Kyaw Pi who was the headman of his village. he threw 
one of the sacks over his shoulder and looked at me. “do 
you recognize me?” he asked. i answered that i did. “do 
you remember my village?” he then asked, and before 
i could answer he told me the name—htee Per. as we 
were walking up to the camp he continued his story:

“Some years ago you and your friends carried your back-
packs into my village. You showed us the Jesus film, did 
medical treatments and gave us medical supplies. My 
daughter was very sick at that time, but after you prayed 
for her and gave her medicine she got well.

Now we have had to flee from our village. We couldn’t 
bring anything with us. Some of our cows and cattle 
stepped on landmines. We don’t dare go back to our vil-
lage. thank you so much for bringing these supplies to 
us.”

the SPdC (the name of the military junta, State Peace and 
development Council) is planning to ensure that they will 
have full control over the population before the elections 
in 2010. One way they hope to do this is by causing insta-
bility and insecurity in the ethnic areas. they are trying to 
force the key ethnic ceasefire groups to surrender control 
of their forces. the main proxy force among the Karen, 
is the dKBa (the Karen democratic Buddhist army). For 
more than 15 years they have worked closely with the 
SPdC, but have had control of their own arms and terri-
tories. Now the SPdC is planning to use the dKBa as their 
border police before the elections.

On May 13-17, 2009 the dKBa had a meeting in Pa-an 
district. there Col Chi thu explained to the people at-
tending that the SPdC’s plan is for the dKBa and the 
village headmen to recruit 326 soldiers for each border 
battalion. 4 SPdC soldiers will lead the battalion, and 24 
other SPdC soldiers to do office work.

the dKBa currently has more than 9000 soldiers in their 
different battalions. in May, a dKBa commander General 
Pah Nwee told all the village headmen from takren and 
Lupler townships to attend a meeting at the headquar-
ters at Meh thay.

Saw Kyaw Pi told me that the commander had told the 
village headmen that they would have to recruit 605 
people from their two townships. they had to present 
these people to the dKBa no later than June 15th 2009. 
“You (the villagers) have to obey this order. if not we (the 
dKBa) will go to every house and pick the people up by 
ourselves. Families who cannot give people to us must 
pay 1 million kyat (about 1000 uSd)”.

“i am a simple farmer,” Saw Kyaw Pi told me. “i have a 
small farm and three cows. two of them stepped on land-
mines the dKBa had placed on the ground so they are 
dead now. Only the calf is left, but i think it will die soon 
too. i think that the dKBa is worse than the Burma army. 
they want five people from our small village to be their 
soldiers, but we don’t want to be their soldiers. So this is 
why we had to flee from our village and come to Ler Ber 
her. Many more people are planning to come to Ler Ber 
her because it is impossible for us to live in our villages 
now.”

Since October of 2008 many villagers have fled from their 
villages to Ler Ber her to avoid the harsh rule of the dKBa. 
i regularly take supplies from Partners to Ler Ber her. the 
people always tell me how pleased they are with the as-
sistance they get from Partners and how Partners almost 
always gets the help to the people before other organiza-
tions do. 

On June 6th the DKBA and the Burma Army attacked 
Ler Ber her camp. More than 4000 people (including 
Saw Kyaw Pi and his family) were forced to flee again. 
They are now in hiding on the Thai side of the border. 
They have found shelter in temples, schools, church-
es, and in the homes of relatives and friends. Partners 
and Free Burma Rangers were the first organizations 
sto bring emergency supplies to these destitute 
brothers and sisters. They do not know how long they 
will be allowed to stay in Thailand, how they are go-
ing to get fed or if they can ever return to their land.

K’Chay is a Karen who has worked for Partners for several 
years. He is brave, strong, talented and funny. He has taken 
some of our best photos and  is often out helping his people 
survive. He is married and has two young children. 
 

 

SurrOuNded BY eNeMieS
by K’Chay
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We seek justice. 
We assist the poor and those affected by 
the war in Burma. 
We are committed to empower individuals 
and communities and co-create sustain-
able solutions to their poverty. 
We are a voice for the displaced and 
oppressed. 
We seek system change.

OUR METhODS

EMERgENCy RELIEF

Partners provide temporary relief in 
times of crisis when lives are at risk 
due to oppression, war or natural 
disaster. this includes the provision 
of basic essentials such as food, 
clothing, water, medicine, emer-
gency medical assistance and shel-
ter. these are short-term solutions 
to an immediate crisis.

relief is about doing for others as 
we would have others do for us. Just 
imagine if the Burma story was your 
story and you were unable to pro-
vide food for your children. What 
would you hope for? how would 
you feel about getting practical as-
sistance combined with a determi-
nation to minister love and life into 
the crisis that is upon you?

in 2008 Partners spent 78% of our 
program budget on emergency 
relief. Cyclone Nargis was a large 
percentage of this effort and it took 
roughly half of our relief funds to 
help the thousands of families our 
teams were able to save and assist 
in the delta. additionally, Partners 
fully funded 9 emergency medi-
cal clinics, pre-positioned food for 
communities that were later at-
tacked and destroyed. these stores 
met the critical need for nutrition 
for thousands of vulnerable people.

By helping train and equip Free Bur-
ma rangers relief teams, Partners 
affected the lives of 170,000 people 
who were in hiding or otherwise 
marginalized by Burma army forc-
es during the same period. these 
courageous teams saved the lives 
of many people and in each case, 
brought life assisting relief into a 
very dark ordeal.

SUSTAINABLE 
DEvELOPMENT

Partners helps provide long-term 
sustainable solutions to poverty 
through nutrition and healthcare 
training, education and spiritual 
development initiatives, agricultur-
al and animal husbandry training 
projects.

When relief is no longer needed, 
development is crucial. Many of the 
people we have assisted get stuck 
in a vicious cycle of malnutrition 
and poverty due to the destruction 
of their homes, farms, and social 
networks. in order to give them a 
future to live for and to help them 
provide for themselves, Partners 
invests in small-scale sustainable 
development projects.

in the past year we have helped es-
tablish fish ponds, pig farms, goat 
projects, and small farms to pro-
duce grains and legumes for the 
clinics and schools to have a sus-
tainable food supply.

Because of the generosity of the 
StePS Foundation and another 
generous supporter, we have pur-
chased 8 acres of land to use as a 
training center and demonstration 
farm outside of Chiang Mai. this 
farm is already being used to train 
community leaders in simple devel-
opment theory and practice.

One other highlight is that after 
ten years our sewing and weav-
ing program is making a profit and 
supporting other development 
ventures. that means that the costs 
for this program are now fully cov-
ered by the sale of goods made by 
the hundreds of women who sew, 
weave, and produce products for 
sale. 

Photo: Partners
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CARE FOR ChILDREN OF 
CONFLICT

Partners cares for the material 
and spiritual needs of internally 
displaced, refugee and orphaned 
children in and from Burma, includ-
ing the provision of food, medi-
cine, education opportunity, and 
emotional care.

in 1994 Steve and Oddny Gumaer 
committed to support the needs of 
one three-year old orphaned child. 
that was the seed that started Part-
ners. after 15 years working along 
the border there are now nearly 
1,500 children living in 17 homes 
in 8 refugee camps. this program 
exists to help children who are 
vulnerable to exploitation, traffick-
ing, and the devastating effects of 
being alone and impoverished in a 
war torn country.

the care we provide and the ways 
we demonstrate God’s love to 
these orphans and marginalized 
children are direct and visible ways 
we pursue our vision to see free, 
full lives for the children of Burma. 
Many of the children from our 
homes have gone on to be leaders, 
relief team members, medical staff, 
and pastors.

ADvOCACy PROgRAM

Partners is committed to speak up 
for those who cannot speak for 
themselves. across the globe, we 
speak, publish, and develop part-
nerships. We are passionate about 
telling the world what is happen-
ing in Burma. We are dedicated 
to empowering individuals and 
communities to do the same.

We are serious about bringing free, 
full lives to the children of Burma 
- serious enough to take it to the 
united Nations, to the united 
States Senate and Congress, to Ot-
tawa, London, Canberra, Welling-
ton, Oslo and more.

Be encouraged too! the voice of 
the children of Burma is already 
starting to be heard and we have 
already obtained several influen-
tial advocates for our next major 
advocacy project (including Laura 
Bush, former uS first lady and Ken 
Starr, former uS Solicitor General 
and Pepperdine university School 
of Law Professor). in the months 
ahead we will give you oportun-
ties to make your voice heard too. 
Please read about this important 
project on page 17.

together with our partners, we will 
continue to speak for the voiceless 
children in Burma. their stories 
must be told and the injustice must 
end.

“If you spend yourselves in behalf of the 
hungry and satisfy the needs of the op-
pressed, then your light will rise in the 
darkness, and your night will become like 
the noonday.”  Isaiah 58:10

Photo: Tim Mehrten

Photo: Tim Mehrten
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broken bodies

rape. it may be a small word, but it has a meaning that 
carries the power to destroy individuals, families and 
entire communities. all around the world, rape is used 
against women as a show of power and control. in Bur-
ma, it is also used as a weapon of war.
 
in early June the Burma army, the military force of the 
SPdC (State Peace and development Council), began a 
new offensive along the border in Karen State. almost 
4000 civilians fled for their lives across the Moei river into 
thailand creating an extensive emergency crisis. in the 
days leading up to the attacks, the Burma army entered 
villages in the area forcibly recruiting soldiers and por-
ters.
 
On 12th June, Naw Pay and Naw Wah Lah chose to stay 
in their homes rather than try to outrun the Burma army 
soldiers heading towards their village, which was a few 
hours walk from the border. Naw Pay - aged 18, was eight 
months pregnant and Naw Wah Lah - aged 17, had a six 
month old baby to care for.  it was a decision with dire 
consequences. When found by the soldiers they were 
taken out of their homes and gang raped. afterwards, 
both young women and the unborn child were brutally 
murdered.
 
tragically, this is not an isolated case. Over the past few 
years, a number of women’s groups based in Burma have 
produced reports documenting the systematic use of 
rape and sexual violence by the Burma army against eth-
nic women and girls. the number of known rape victims, 
some going back as far as 1995, is just under 1,900.  how-
ever, this is only a fraction of the true number as so many 
women are afraid or unable to speak out about what has 
happened to them. Sometimes rape is carried out with 
such extreme brutality that for the victim, death can be 
the only possible outcome.

the SPdC, although they would deny it, encourage their 
military to use rape as part of a deliberate strategy to at-
tain and strengthen control within ethnic areas. the hor-
rific sexual assault and deaths of Naw Pay and Naw Wah 
Lah proves that ethnic women and girls in Burma live 
under the constant threat of rape during the course of 
their everyday lives. it could happen at any time – in their 
homes, whilst working on the farms, going to the market, 
travelling to school or collecting firewood.
 
targeting women- those who are seen as the main car-
ers - can destabilize a community. rape humiliates and 
instils fear, which in turn causes distrust and disunity.
 
in 2008 the united Nations Security Council (uNSC) 
passed a resolution that rape and sexual violence used in 
armed conflict should be classed as a weapon of war and 
those who perpetrate it can be tried in an international 
criminal court for crimes against humanity.  
 
however, words and resolutions mean very little to a re-
gime intent on power at any cost and unless there is real 
and lasting intervention from the uNSC and the wider 
international community the SPdC will continue to deny 
their actions and neglect any obligations to any interna-
tional conventions they have ratified.
 
We at Partners know we cannot give the families of Naw 
Paw and Naw Wah Lah back their daughters, wives, sis-
ters, mothers or grandchild, but we can commit to not 
allow their deaths to be in vain. 

Sarah Armitage is the national director for Partners UK. She 
loves the Karen and Partners staff most of all. She is a person 
who is higly productive and we all wonder how she does ev-
erything she does. It may be because she never sleeps or that 
she has a secret assistant.
 

The Silent Battleground of Ethnic Women in Burma.

 “It has probably become more dangerous to be a woman than a soldier in an armed conflict” 
(Maj. Gen Patrick Cammaert - a former peacekeeper in darfur)

By Sarah Armitage
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Help us keep

5 ALIvE



50 dollars 
is enough to keep 5 alive

It costs 50 dollars to buy the basic essentials to keep 5 alive 
for one month.

For the 1.5 million internally displaced people living in hid-ing from the Burma Army right now every day is a struggle for survival. They lack everything.
The 5 most essential items they need to survive are:. A plastic tarp (for cover in the rain)

. A machete (to cut down bamboo and build shelter)
. A cooking pot (for making food and boiling water)
. A lighter (to make fire)

. Rice and salt (main staple food)
Do you want to help us provide this for 5 people?
Use the attached envelope and send your check today. Or donate online: www.partnersworld.org

Photos: Partners

5 items to keep her aliv
e

We want to help 
them get free full 

lives. Do you too?
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It's saddening that we 
even need to write docu-
ments to describe that 
children should have 
enough food to eat so 
they won't starve, that 
children should be able 
to feel safe  so they have 
a place to call home, that 
children should have ac-
cess to education and 
health care so they can 
learn and be healthy. 

PartNerS MaGaZiNe SeCONd quarter 2009
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But what does it mean for us? how do you unpack free-
dom, put legs on it, make it something tangible, real and 
achievable for the children of Burma? What does a free 
life actually look like? What do you need for a free life 
when you're a child of Burma?

When armed with this volley of questions, how do we 
even begin to define freedom? We can start by ex-
amining international standards. the united Nations 
Convention of the rights of a Child is one of the most 
comprehensive international standards on children 
and what they need to have a free life. it spells out the 
basic standards that must be provided to children. they 
include:

The right to survival.

The right to develop to the fullest.

The right to protection from harmful influences, 
abuse and exploitation.

The right to participate fully in family, cultural and 
social life.

in practical terms these can be demonstrated through 
food security; physical security; education; and health 
care. these are things we know we take for granted in 
developed nations. (ironically, the Burma army agreed 
to meet these standards for the children of Burma all the 
way back in 1991 and since then should have been ac-
countable to the international Community for meeting 
it.)

it's saddening that we even need to write documents 
to describe that children should have enough food to 
eat so they won't starve, that children should be able to 
feel safe  so they have a place to call home, that children 
should have access to education and health care so they 
can learn and be healthy. this is the basic infrastructure 
and rights children need simply to survive. Children 
should be able to take these rights for granted.

underpinning these freedoms is the family. as the basic 
foundational building block for society, families provide 
shelter, love and security to children. Value should be 
placed on children and families, protecting families and 
building them up. a free life is where families are strong, 
protected,  and together.

But it's even more than this. it's more than family, more 
than having enough food to eat, a place to rest your 
head, access to medical care and school to attend. Free 
lives for the children of Burma must include spiritual 
freedom. Free from persecution and fear, free to love 
God, free to dream big dreams and make changes that 
impact the world.

At Partners this is the kind of freedom we desire for 
the children of Burma. Freedom that transcends the 
physical, emotional and spiritual. Where families and 
communities are strengthened. Where they experience 
Christ-like love through our actions and our words. 
Where we love  them excessively, generously and in ac-
tion and in truth. Where the children of Burma have all 
they need to realise their dreams. 

Claire Gibbons has recently joined Partners along with her 
husband Doug. They come from New Zealand and have 
added to the Kiwi influence at our office. Claire is the Part-
ners Thailand National Operations Manager, she likes her 
computer, her pens and her husband very much.

what is freedom?
Freedom. It's an ideal that is often quoted and enshrined as part of the national identity 
of many countries. It's held in high esteem throughout our world and its meaning chang-
es depending on world view, culture, upbringing and even religion.

by Claire Gibbons

Photos to the left: Children and a mother in Karen State, Burma. January 09. 
Photo: Partners
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Salman rushdie once said “if you want to tell the untold 
stories, if you want to give voice to the voiceless, you've 
got to find a language. Which goes for film as well as 
prose, for documentary as well as autobiography. use 
the wrong language, and you're dumb and blind.” 

Partners relief & development is committed to being 
a voice for the children of Burma. a voice that will be 
heard around the world and a voice that people will 
want to listen to.  at Partners our dreams are big - we 
desire free, full lives for the children of Burma.  We know 
that this is not a small task and more importantly, that 
we can't do it on our own.

Part of getting this change to occur will require govern-
ments and international agencies to take notice of the 
unspeakable abuses that are occurring and make deci-
sive steps to intervene on behalf of Burma's children. in 
order for them to listen we must speak for the children 
of Burma using their language, the language of the 
international community.

So how are we doing this?

Partners relief & development and the Free Burma 
rangers have initiated a program to document, report 
on, and promote a report on children human rights 
among internally displaced and refugee children in Bur-
ma. the program will analyze and promote the preser-
vation of child human rights and give special emphasis 
to the military junta’s policy and action (or lack thereof ) 
in the conflict zones in the east of Burma.

in 1991, the military junta acceded to the united Nations 
Convention on the rights of a Child. this convention 
spells out a set of non-negotiable, universal standards 
that identify the basic human rights of every child. at 
Partners relief & development, we challenge the asser-
tion that these basic rights are upheld under the current 
system of government. throughout our work with 
Burma’s internally displaced children, we have obtained 
substantial evidence, including video, photographs, 
firsthand reports, and eyewitness accounts, that contra-
dict the very legal principles the military junta claims to 
be upholding. 

We have retained independent, legal counsel that 
specializes in investigating and reporting on human 
rights in Burma. this legal team is producing a current, 
well-documented report on the treatment of internally 
displaced children inside Burma with special consider-
ation to the principles outlined in the Convention on the 
rights of a Child.

The objectives of the project are:

- for an independent, investigative legal team to 
produce a human rights report on Burma’s internally 
displaced children;

- to found a coalition of organizations that will 
review, substantiate and release the findings of the 
investigative team;

- to present the report findings to US and interna-
tional lawmakers and leaders, to press them to aid 
Burma’s internally displaced populations;

- to generate international awareness, aid and action 
regarding the current plight of Burma’s internally 
displaced children.

We are serious about bringing free, full lives to the chil-
dren of Burma - serious enough to take it to the united 
Nations, to the united States Senate and Congress, to 
Ottawa, London, Canberra, Wellington, Oslo and more.

Be encouraged too! the voice of the children of Burma 
is already starting to be heard and we have already 
obtained several influential advocates for this project 
(including Laura Bush, former uS first lady and Ken Starr, 
former uS Solicitor General and Pepperdine university 
School of Law Professor). 

together with Free Burma rangers, we will continue to 
speak for the voiceless children in Burma. their stories 
must be told and the injustice must end. 

Advocating for the Children of Burma

At Partners our dreams are big - we desire free, full lives for the children of Burma.  We 
know that this is not a small task and more importantly, that we can't do it on our own.

Photos: Partners

by Claire Gibbons
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There is no trust more sacred 
than the one the world holds 
with children. There is no duty 
more important than ensuring 
that their rights are respected, 
that their welfare is protected, 
that their lives are free from 
fear and want and that they can 
grow up in peace. Kofi Annan

The ultimate test of a moral 
society is the kind of world 
that it leaves to its children. 
Dietrich Bonhoffer

A person's a person, no 

matter how small. dr Seuss

Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these. Jesus

The Bible insists that the best 
test of a nation's righteousness 
is how it treats the poorest and 
most vulnerable in its midst. 
Jim Wallis
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Partners mission and vision statement evoke a picture 
of a time and place that hasn’t existed in Burma for de-
cades.  it's an entire country that for the past sixty years 
has known nothing but misery and abject poverty.  it’s a 
country where soldiers rape, pillage and pretty much do 
as they please. 

it’s also a country of wonderfully intelligent and wel-
coming people who have the misfortune of being born 
under one of the most oppressive governments in the 
world.  these are the people we are here to help.

i was recently asked to assist a dentist friend of mine to 
remove an infected tooth from a teenage girl.  She has 
severe disabilities due to an infection she contracted as 
an infant.  She lives in a refugee camp, an illegal person 
who was solely dependant for her entire life on those 
around her.  She had been in pain for weeks,  was help-
less and scared.  She probably didn’t understand why 
these two big scary people were poking around and 
pulling out her teeth.   it was heartbreaking.  it shouldn’t 
be that way.

in the days after, it got me thinking about why we do 
what we do, and i realized a little bit more what that 
vision of free, full lives means.  it’s about helping to bring 
about healing, fostering growth that is truly organic, 
and helping people realize their full potential.   it’s about 
pouring love into communities and people.  this little 
girl will never be able to run and play with her friends.  
She won’t go to school, she won’t get married or have 
children of her own.  But the quality and fullness of her 
life is worth just as much as anyone else’s, and i feel truly 
honored we were able to help, even in a small way.    

this is just one of the ways we work for free, full lives for 
the children of Burma. We also do it through vaccina-
tion programs, medical checks in our children’s homes, 
and training caregivers and medics who will be the ones 

who will go into the field and save the lives of their own 
people.  these are the people who will change lives and 
who will change a country.  Prevention is better than a 
cure, and we proactively take steps to combat as many 
problems as we can through education and preventa-
tive medicines like de-worming tablets and vitamins.  it 
is amazing how much of a difference just teaching the 
kids about washing their hands can make.  We love the 
fact that we can directly impact someone’s life for the 
better. if we can help change the life of one person, that 
person will hopefully change the lives of others. the life 
you change today could make all the difference tomor-
row. 

Partners vision stirs a picture of a wonderful place.  it’s a 
place we want to live, a community we are proud to be 
a part of.  a place we are dedicated to bringing about.  
Burma today may be the epitome of desperation and 
poverty, but it doesn’t have to be forever.  Lets change 
something.   true, it’s a big, grandiose vision.  We like it 
that way.  it’s a challenge.  Partners Medical Programs 
help thousands of neglected people live a healthier, 
fuller life.  there is no magic pill for all the things we see 
out here, there is no easy solution.  it’s long-term.  it’s 
hard.  that’s why we are here. 

Chris Dolan is a medic and wanna-be dentist who loves to 
live on the edge and is happier the more uncomfortable 
he is. His main focus is Partners Medical Programs, but he 
manages to get himself involved in a lot of other things too, 
such as slaughtering pigs and taking journalists on trips to 
the jungle. 

It got me thinking about why we do what we do, and I realized a little bit more what that 
vision of free, full lives means.  It’s about helping to bring about healing, fostering growth 
that is truly organic, and helping people realize their full potential.   It’s about pouring love 
into communities and people.  

FulFIllIng the vIsIon
One Patient at a Time

by Chris Dolan
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Helping us reach

our vIsIon
around the world

Canadians are some of Partners 
most faithful supporters. National 
director Greg toews lists some 
of the creative ways people have 
riased funds to support us:

.BBq for Burma. Volunteers in 
Lloydminster, aB, braved the 
rain and sold burgers, pop and 
even flowers to raise money for 
Partners. 
 
.Sale of homemade Christmas 
cards  and wreaths with all profits 
going to Partners.

.t-shirts for thailand!  used t-shirts 
from the students at Menno 
Simons Christian School to go to 
the Karen refugees and internally 
displaced kids.

Neil Gibbons who works as a 
Principal learning adviser for 
Flintshire County Council, North 
Wales noticed that there was 
a trading area available within  
County hall which could be 
booked by approved charities.  
he now holds a regular book sale 
of quality “secondhand” books 
to raise money for Partners and 
gives out Partners literature.  he 
finds that people not only stop 
to peruse the books but also 
have a conversation about what 
Partners is doing and give him 
books for future sales. Within the 
department Partners has become 
a charity of choice. his colleagues 
have been shocked to learn about 
the situation in Burma and are 
now supportive of the work of 
Partners. during one sale alone, 
lasting about 90 minutes, about 
£200 was raised. – Neil has found 
this to be an amazing experience.

CANADA

in april 2009, in the chilly later 
New Zealand autumn, a group of 
brave ladies from the hutt Valley 
swam 3.3 kilometers in the ocean 
to raise awareness of Partners 
as well as to support our newest 
members of staff Claire and doug 
Gibbons.

NEW ZEALAND

UNITED KINgDOM

He finds that people not only 
stop to peruse the books 
but also have a conversation 
about what Partners are do-
ing and give him books for 
future sales. 

V

Around the world  hundreds of people are faithfully sup-
porting Partners every month. Without all these individuals 
sending us their support we could not even dream of fulfill-
ing our vision of free, full lives for the children of Burma. On 
these two pages are a few examples of the fun and innovative 
things our friends have done to raise support for Partners
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Partners Norway had a fun version of 'run for relief' this spring. 
Karen refugees who have resettled in Norway played a big part 
in the event. all of the vistors were offered a free jungle-ambu-
lance ride through the forest. a popular activity for many, and 
a good workout for the “ambulance porters.” the ride was free, 
and all the participants also got a free Partners t-shirt.

When visiting schools in Norway, Partners staff do similar activ-
ites with the children. they invite local refugees to take part in 
the presentations, and they try to make it practical and true to 
real life. the children really like this. 

Logan City residents rob and Lindsay Nantes took the concept of Partners 
fundraiser ‘run For relief’ one step further. the idea? Pedaling some 600km 
from Bundaberg to Brisbane to help raise the profile of the humanitarian 
disaster in Burma in many of the queensland coastal communities along 
the way. the first ride for relief was born!

rob and Lindsay were able to share the story of the people of Burma with 
many people along the way, including the local media, and the generous 
response to their efforts was amazing. they raised $1400 for Partners 5 
alive campaign. that makes every kilometer pedaled worth it!

AUSTRALIA

NORWAy
Nambour, australia, resident 
denise Corbin decided to do a 
fashion parade to help the victims 
of conflict and oppression in 
Burma.

a local shop allowed denise total 
access to their warehouse to 
choose the clothes for the mod-
els, while Partners soap and cof-
fee products were also displayed 
and sold on the day. Not only was 
$1000 raised from the event, but 
the many people who attended 
the event had a really fun day.

a winter swim group named the Sea Cows hosted a ‘Swim for Burma’. the 
format for the day was a 12-hour relay. in all, 50 swimmers took part and 
successfully swum through the afternoon to swim a combined total of 
65km.

this simple idea, breathed into life through the local community, saw over 
$4300 raised for Partners ‘5 alive’ campaign, while some 2000 beach goers 
on this beautiful day were touched in some way by the story of the people 
of Burma.

V

“How cool are Partners supporters!”
Dave Ellem, Partners Australia
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comings and goings

at partners

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF

Kerrine Seng hkawng
Kerrine comes from Montana, 
uSa. She came as a volunteer 
to help with the children’s 
work for two months in Oct 
08, and then got pleasantly 
stuck! She is currently over-
seeing our Karen Children's 
Projects.

Derek

Tun Zar

Doug and Claire Zing
Zing is from the people group 
Pa-Oo in Burma. he just 
joined Partners staff to work 
on our development farm. he 
is married and has a baby son.

Claire and doug recently 
joined Partners. they come 
from New Zealand. Claire is 
the Partners thailand National 
Operations Manager and 
doug is the teams and Volun-
teers Co-ordinator. 

tun Zar is from Shan State, 
Burma. he is the co-ordinator 
of Partners Community health 
Worker program. he gave up 
a well-paid job to come and 
work with Partners in order to 
better serve his people and 
is one of the most generous 
people we know.

derek joined our staff as the 
Communications Officer 
in april 09. he comes from 
California, speaks thai better 
than most of us and manages 
to make meeting minutes 
interesting. 

Seng hkawng is from Shan 
State, Burma. She is Partners 
only ethnic Kachin staff 
member. She started working 
for Partners in March 09 doing 
needlecraft and sewing. She  
recently married Saw Nyut 
Way and is a very happy lady.

And goodbye for now:

The garrisons the Garrisons joined the Part-
ners family more than three 
years ago. Craig has been the 
Chief Operating Officer for 
Partners thailand, making us 
a much better organization 
than what we were before. 
they will be in the uS for a 
year before returning to thai-
land where they will continue 
to work for the people of 
Burma.

Taw Nay Soe

Jor Say htoo

taw Nay Soe grew up in a 
refugee camp. he is now 
working with Partners doing 
mainly video and editing. he 
likes to work with Partners 
because he gets to help his 
people and serve God.

Jor Say htoo comes from 
Karen State, Burma. he has 
worked with Partners since 
September. his main respon-
sibilities are in the area of 
mapping and relief. he likes 
working with Partners be-
cause he can serve his people.

Plor htoo
Plor htoo was born in Karen State, 
but lived in a refugee camp for 
the last six years. he is working in 
the area of mapping strategic ar-
eas around Karen State. he enjoys 
soccer very much.

We have had several new staff 
join us from Burma since the 
last magazine. unfortunately, 
because of security reasons, we 
cannot print a picture of them.

the Willis family have spent 
the last 3 1/2 years working 
with Partners in thailand 
and are now returning to live 
in australia. Nathan will be 
continuing his Law studies 
fulltime and Sandie will study 
australian Migration Law. We 
wish them all the best with 
their new ventures and thank 
them for the time they spent 
with us here.

The Willis Family
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PRAy

AB MOOBYB
at Partners

Abigail 

Kathryn 

Joshua

One way that the Partners family grows is by getting new 
babies! Since last time the magazine was issued, we have 
three new Partners:

Joshua was born in November 2008. he is the son of hay Blu  
and K'chay Wah and the little brother of 5-year old Bebe.
Kathryn grace (Katie) was born april 4th 2009. her parents 
are Matt and Liz Fetters, and her big sisters are Savannah and 
Cassie.
Abigail Rebekah was born april 28th 2009. her parents are 
Sonya Claase and tah doh Moo.

Welcome to the new members of our family.

ThE PARTNERS ANNUAL STAFF RETREAT
MARCh 2009

We pray for the children of Burma. that they will ex-
perience what free, full lives means. the freedom to 
play, to dream and to live in peace. We pray that they 
can live their lives to the fullest without fear, without 
hunger, without war.

We pray for reconciled communities living in peace. 
We pray that the war that has been going on for 
too long will not produce hatred, but the ability to 
forgive. We pray for unity among the different ethnic 
groups.

We pray for the victims of the recent attacks in Karen 
State. Comfort and strengthen the thousands who 
had to flee and whose future is more uncertain than 
ever. Pray for supplies to be abundant for the new 
refugees. enough food. enough medicine. enough 
plastic tarps. God please provide for them.

We pray for the development farms that Partners run. 
May they provide long-term sustainable solutions to 
poverty through nutrition, healthcare, agricultural 
and animal husbandry training projects so that com-
munities can thrive.

We pray for the Partners team who tirelessly work for 
a change in Burma. We pray for the staff working in 
the offices making sure the finances are straight, who 
are raising funds and awareness, who are keeping 
the wheels turning. We pray for the workers on the 
field who are running the children’s homes, teaching, 
delivering supplies and doing medical care.

We pray for aung San Suu Kyi. Comfort her in her 
pain and loneliness. Give her hope and continuous 
courage.

We pray for peace in Burma. Please end the war. 
reveal yourself to the leaders who are stuck in 
wickedness and greed. Be the God of justice and 
righteousness. reveal yourself as the Father of the 
fatherless.



Partners Relief & Development  
PO Box 2066 
Redlands, CA 92373
USA  

info@partnersworld.org
www.partnersworld.org

Change Service Requested

Karen children singing “Head, shoulders, knees and toes,” at a gathering in Karen State, Burma. Photo: Partners

“True evangelical faith cannot lie sleeping. It clothes the naked, it comforts the sorrowful, 
it feeds the hungry, it shelters the destitute, it cares for the sick, it becomes all things to all 
people.” 
Menno Simons


