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Read our update on
the situation in Arakan
State and find out how
you can help us provide
much needed medical
care.
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What interesting times we are in! The situation in Burma seems to get more paradoxical each day that passes. In recent
weeks, we’ve heard news stories of prisoner releases, relaxed censorship, increased investment, lifting of public gathering
bans, continued commitment to reforms, paid off debt and funding boosts - all very positive.
But when you see those stories alongside the reports we have been getting from the ground - especially from the Kachin
and Rohingya communities - it just doesn’t seem to add up. It seems that in the midst of all the change, there is still
something very wrong at the core of the Burmese government and its military. And as long as this is the case, Partners has
a job to do. How glad we are that we have people like you standing alongside us to help enable and equip us to do it.
We know how important encouragement and prayer is to those who are in a situation of suffering or oppression. And our
relief teams do as much as they can to let people know they are loved and cared for. But we thought we could go one
step further than that and find a way for you to tell them for yourself.
You can now write an e-card Message of Hope to a refugee family,
an IDP, a relief team member, a bible school student or a children’s
hostel. You even have to choice of five different images, each with a
relevant verse from scripture. We will ensure your message reaches
someone in need of a kind word. To send an e-card today, simply visit:
http://www.partnersworld.org.uk/send-message-hope

Find out how the gifts
you brought through
our Made with Love
Christmas Appeal will
help us to change
communities.

P3

Hear from one of our
volunteers about her
time working with
Partners and find out
about our current
opportunities.
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We also hope that you like this new format newsletter. Recognising how
important it is to be environmentally aware and how so many people now
use the internet to get the updates they want, we decided to shorten the
length of our printed resources and make more information available on
our website and by email. Do let us have your honest feedback - we want
to make sure you are happy with the way we communicate with you.
God bless,

Partnersworld

Sarah Armitage - UK National Director
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We are rarely, if ever, faced with
the knowledge that it could all
end or that it could be taken
away. We have a hope that
extends to future generations to
come.
The fact is though, that for most
children in Burma, freedom and
fullness are concepts too far
away to grasp or ever hope for.
Many will never know a different
reality than one of oppression,
terror and loss.

For us, a group of ordinary
people who make up Partners
Relief & Development, that
reality is simply not OK. We
believe with every fibre of our
being that we are here to tell the
world what is happening to these
dear souls and to help change
their reality; to bring forth God’s
intention for all of his children - a
liberation and fullness of life:
“to bestow on them a
crown of beauty instead
of ashes, the oil of joy
instead of mourning and a
garment of praise instead
of a spirit of despair.”
Isiaiah 61:1-3

That is our hope for the people

of Burma during this year and for
the years to come. That is why
we do the work that we do for
these children who deserve every
opportunity that has been kept
from them. That is the heart, soul
and intention that goes into all of
our programmes.
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A Savage Land
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Because of your generosity through our Christmas
appeal, we have been able to provide:

future.
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Janath, 10, and Alima, 13 (not their real names), thought
they had done the only right thing by grabbing their baby
brother when they ran for their lives, away from those who
were destroying their village and killing everybody in sight
with their spears. But in the chaos and pandemonium,
they lost sight of their mother, and she of them! They ran
for the ocean, which was the only direction they could run.
It occurred to them as they were standing by the shore together with the rest of their village, every one of them
more terrified than they had ever been, all wondering if
they would still be alive by nightfall - where their mum
was, and whether she had seen that they were holding
their brother?
It was but seconds later they heard screams from the
voice they knew so well. The screams were from a person
pleading for her life. They knew in that instant that the
attackers had taken their mother, and that they would
never again see her.
Their mother had run back for her baby. She did not
know that her daughters already carried him. As soon as
she entered the village compound, now ablaze, the men
in uniforms and with swords in their hands saw her and
showed no mercy. She was brutally murdered, and then
her body thrown into the flames that slowly consumed
what was once her home.
I sat with Janath, Alima and their baby brother in a tent in
a temporary camp in Sittwe, Arakan State just a few weeks
ago. Their faces were serious, a natural manifestation of
the unspeakable trauma they were going through.
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Not even when they got to see a photo of themselves on
the screen of my digital camera did they break a smile.
They are now left to survive on their own in the camp,
together with thousands of others who all had similar
stories.
Right now there are an estimated 100,000 Rohingya
refugees in Western Burma’s Arakan State. These people
are living a sub-human existence. They live each day as
if the reality of their lives is of no consequence to the
rest of the world. Most of them are living in makeshift
camps without proper shelter, sanitation, or any access
to medical care and with almost no food. Add to that the
reality that the monsoon season is just months away and
the fact that they are completely without any protection
from the attackers who have already killed so many, and
destroyed their villages.
Partners is one of the few aid organisations in the area,
providing relief to as many of these refugees as we are
able to, with our limited resources. For the past two
months, we have been sending in relief teams to the
frontlines to provide critical medical care, shelter, blankets
and food, and to build desperately needed latrines and
water pumps. For many dear souls who have suffered
intolerably, we are the only help and hope they have had
to cling to.
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THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!
Don’t worry if you missed out on buying an alternative
gift for Christmas, we are now making the gifts available
online all year round, so you can buy them for birthdays,
anniversaries or any other special occasion.
http://www.partnersworld.org.uk/made-with-love

How were you introduced to the
work of Partners?
Through the Community Health Global
Network. There was a link to Partners on
their website, so I sent an email to find
out more.
How did you find your experience
working with Partners?
It was a very positive experience for
me. I was in Burma with Partners for a
month and I really appreciated working
alongside people who ‘kept it real’ and
had a good balance of professional and
flexible.
What would you say to
someone considering applying
to volunteer with our field
programmes?
Go for it! Burma is awesome, and the
Partners family are lovely. They will
support and take care of you.
We currently have both long and short term
volunteer positions available. For more information,
please visit http://www.partnersworld.org.uk/
volunteer

KACHIN STATE UPDATE
Attacks by the Burma Army against the Kachin have intensified into
new areas over recent weeks, with a total estimated 100,000 people
displaced. Reports have shown clear evidence of helicopters and fighter
jets bombing the area, and fighting on the ground has been some of
the bloodiest in decades. Just a short time ago, we heard about 900
IDPs, two thirds of whom were children, struggling to survive high in the
mountains of Kachin State. They fled from their village nine months ago
and they cannot return - their houses have been destroyed and their
animals killed. Because of the elevation, they can no longer grow rice.

We hope against hope that more funds will come in so
we can continue to save lives. That is why we need your
help and partnership so critically at this time. Please let
the Rohingya know they are not forgotten by the rest of
humanity, by giving to our efforts to stop the suffering
that is happening in this country.

We were able to respond by sending in $10,000 (£6.7K) to buy cooking oil,
chilies, garlic, salt, potatoes and seven tons of rice. This amount will feed
them for less than a month These Kachin are also desperately in need of
shelter as the rains are heavy this year, and high up on the mountain the
rain often becomes sleet or snow.

please help today.

This suffering continues amidst talk of peace, lifted sanctions, debt
cancelled and warming international relationships. The reality is that there
is still a very long way to go, and the work of Partners will continue until
there is real and lasting freedom.
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Tell us a bit about yourself Joy.
I’m 31 years old and I’m a GP based in
Sheffield. I’ve always had an interest in
relief and development work overseas.
In a few weeks I start a course in
humanitarian assistance.

“WE HAVE A CALLING TO BE AVAILABLE, A
RESPONSIBILITY TO DO ALL THAT WE CAN
AND AN OBLIGATION TO LEAVE THE REST UP
TO GOD”
A Partners relief team leader on a recent visit to
Kachin State.

Mr

Mrs

Ms

Miss

Mr & Mrs

Other ______

RESPONSE FORM

Full Name
Street Address
						
Telephone		

Postcode

Email

Cheques should be made payable to Partners Relief and Development UK and returned
with this form in the enclosed reply paid envelope.
I would like to set up a regular monthly gift of £10 / £20 / £25 a month.
I will set this up myself through internet banking using your bank details:
Partners Relief & Development UK, Account Number 00090400, Sort Code 30-95-43

I would like you to set up a Standing Order on my behalf, please send me the
appropriate form to complete.
I will send you a cheque each month, please send me some extra FREEPOST
envelopes.
I cannot commit to a regular gift at this time, but would like to make a one-off
donation of __________ to be used where needed most.
Please do not acknowledge this gift.
If you are a UK taxpayer, your gift is worth 25% more under the Gift Aid scheme.
Please treat the enclosed gift of £ _____ as a Gift Aid donation.
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for the current tax year (6 April to 5
April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the Charities and Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that
I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for the current tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do
not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given.

Signature:

Date:

UK Registered Charity 1118339

PRADUK0313

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US BRING FREE
FULL LIVES TO THE CHILDREN OF BURMA

