FIRST
WORD
Please don’t tell me it can’t be done
In May I was in Sittwe, Burma. The Rohingya are Muslims in a Buddhist country and
are among the poorest people in the world. They are also referred to as the most
friendless people on earth. Our team visited some of those whose homes had been
destroyed and loved ones killed by communal violence.
We had previously been told that it was impossible to go and help. But without
help the Rohingya would keep dying in silence and continue to be marginalized and
abused. This was not acceptable to us.
Rohingya children bear the very image of God and until we have done what is
possible to help them, we have not done our duty to love justice like God does. Until
we have attempted what is possible, how can we appeal to God asking for impossible,
even miraculous interventions?
We have now been visiting the Rohingya since June 2012. It would take pages
for me to describe the multitude of impossibilities that have become opportunities
as we have sought ways to help them. When I was there in May, we fed a community
of 5,000 people who hadn’t eaten in six days and we helped evacuate approximately
1,500 people in the face of a coming cyclonic storm.
When we left Sittwe I felt overwhelmed with gratitude. So much of the work we
are doing in many of the different ethnic states (Karen, Kachin, Shan, Chin, Karenni &
Arakan) is in the face of similar impossibilities.
Even now, as Burma is featured for reforms and progress in the news, we
continue to face the major challenges on the ground. The fact is, very little has
changed in the ethnic states. People continue to suffer because of systemic injustice
and violence.
But please don’t tell me it can’t be done. We are capable of much more than we
believe ourselves to be. We must never underestimate the power of God! Great things
can be done by small groups of transformed people. That is good news, and we are
grateful that you are part of our community efforts.
Your brother and thankful friend,

Steve Gumaer
CEO
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I was in the middle of a situation bigger
than anything we could possibly solve.
Already high in the mountains and surrounded by steep rugged terrain, I found
myself somewhere on the border, chilled and wet. It is a place where around 1,000
Internally Displaced People (IDP's), at least 600 of them children, are suffering in
difficult living conditions and desperate for help. I had just taken a gruelling four
hour car ride with my four new friends on a former logging road that followed up
the mountain to more than 9,100 feet. The road, if you want to call it that, was
carved out of the mountain, winding between a rock face and a cliff. At least in the
dark it looked like a cliff. There, we found Kachin families, straddling the border, in
their simple shelters of bamboo and plastic perched like birds' nests over the cliff
along the road. There were also government officials on the road and at one point
my hosts wanted me to hide until they passed. About the time we arrived,
it started to rain. And for the next 15 hours we had rain and snow and sleet.
I felt overwhelmed. This is hardly a safe haven for so many families. It didn’t
take long for me to realise the needs around me were greater than we could meet.
Even so the people were not going to benefit much from our feelings of sympathy.
Together, with some local contacts, we strategized. It was decided that we would
buy shelter and send it in by trucks. Sadly, the materials were going to cost
more than I had to give. We decided that food would be the next best alternate
response. I only had enough money to buy food and to rent three large transport
trucks to feed the people for less than a month.
I spent that night in a cold army bunker. My thin jacket was hardly a defence
against the sleet and rain striking through a flap of plastic. The next morning while
it snowed four of us walked up the hill, well above 10,000 feet, behind the bunker
to the front line. We stood in a trench drinking hot tea with the soldiers, listening
to their stories of recent attacks by the Burma Army.
The villagers had their own account of what had happened and how it
changed their lives. They described how they could hear sounds of fighting close
to their village and how they ran for their lives to a nearby mountain, taking only
what they could carry. After two days of constant hiking they continued on until they
reached this hide side on the border. One villager was captured and tortured by
the Burma Army. Some risked returning to their village to get their belongings, only
to find all their houses destroyed and animals killed. “How can we have hope of
returning to our village,” they cried, “when the Burma Army’s artillery is in the hills
surrounding our village? We have lost everything.” They are afraid of further attacks
and I didn’t know what to say. For quite a while we talked about the difficulty of
living here high in the mountains. I saw hundreds of children shivering as they sat in
school. I expected their greatest hardship to be the cold. However, they all agreed
that their biggest problem is because of their elevation they cannot grow rice. ›››
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“We have no way to provide for our families.” I realized then how important it was
that we were there. For the 148 families living in these horrible conditions, not
knowing what their future holds, Partners has given them an ounce of hope.
This trip, as with so many others, has helped reinforce a few things in
my mind. First that the work of Partners is far from over. Talks of peace, sanctions
lifted, relationships warming, new hope for Myanmar/Burma; we’ve all heard the
dialog. Some have asked about Partners becoming irrelevant. All valid questions
in light of what fills the news. But it’s what isn’t in the news which becomes our
concern. That’s why stories like this should be in the news. That’s why the plight of
the Rohingya should be in the news. That’s why land confiscation in Shan State and
the future of the refugees at Mae La refugee camp should be in the news. These
things are proof that all is not as it seems. Secondly, we are unique in that we as
an organisation go where very few others are willing to go. Finally, we can’t do all
of this alone. By alone, I’m not referring to others coming alongside us - while that
too is extremely crucial - I’m talking here about us not doing it all by ourselves.
While at this hide site on the border I fought the urge to hop on the back
of a motorcycle and travel further inside. I wondered what desperation was out
there, yet not discovered. More injured? More hungry? More sick? More suffering?
More waiting for help? But wait, are we the answer for all these needs? It was
then I realised that as God provides, it’s up to us to be available. We need to be
responsible in all that we do and leave the rest up to Him. As long as He provides,
we will respond.
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May 2013 Cyclone Mahasen formed in the Bay of Bengal
& headed towards Arakan State. Thankfully, the storm weakened
and tens of thousands of vulnerable Rohingya were saved
from the onslaught of the storm.
Prior to the forecast cyclone, we did everything we could to warn those who would be
the most affected and worked tirelessly to evacuate as many as possible. The Rohingya,
however, refused to move because of fear. Just days before, the authorities had trucked in
about 200 police and soldiers carrying guns who formed a line and marched into the camp
intending to move the people by force. While women and children began to scream, our
team leader ran out waving his arms, putting himself between the soldiers and the people.

ARAKAN STATE
L AT E S T U P D AT E

The soldiers backed up until they were out of the camp and the people finally calmed. After
being targeted and brutally attacked in the past, the Rohingya were unwavering in their
distrust saying "we would rather face the cyclone than the government".
Miraculously, they trusted us. And, after uprooting 1,600 people who were so poor
that they redefine the word, we worked to help them return to their makeshift camps. We
bought tarps to replace their straw and helped them with food and basic needs for the
days to come. As our time in Arakan State came to a close, I was deeply moved when a
Muslim leader graciously thanked us for being such a support and good friends during
the crisis, clearly knowing we're Christians.
The Rohingya people are our friends. We did for them what we would hope for
ourselves. God is good to lead us and keep us humble; His affirmation is all we need.
We don’t apologise for helping people out of compassion because that is what we do.
BY STEVE GUMAER
WWW.PARTNERSWORLD.ORG
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BY HEIDI FRIESEN

I stood near the outpatient area, smiling as two Karen medics
stapled up new additions I had brought for the laminated photo gallery on the
wooden wall of the clinic at Lay Tong Ku. They stepped back and grinned with a sort
of shy pride at the images of their team in action.
Our attention then shifted to the live action of that moment. The other nurses
and medics were gathered around our newest patient, and as I moved toward them
I could sense an atmosphere of unusual urgency. Then I saw the child. He was resting
weakly against his father's chest, his soft brown eyes blinking often and slowly. His
dad had carried him to our little jungle clinic from their nearby village in Karen State,
Burma. Good thing too. Two-year-old Jaw Eh Ku was obviously very sick.
The medics kicked into gear. One began a head–to–toe assessment, a second
took vital signs, and a third asked the dad questions about his son. There was no fever
on exam, but dad said there had been earlier, so another medic drew blood for a rapid
malaria test and a malaria slide. His rapid test was negative, but interestingly, after an
hour had passed and it was possible to examine the microscope slide, we found that he
did in fact have malaria - the Plasmodium falciparum (Pf) strain. Malaria Pf is the most
life-threatening variety because it has the ability to invade the brain of its host. From
the look of little Jaw Eh Ku, we suspected that this was exactly what was happening to
him. He was becoming more lethargic, eyes closed, arms and legs dangling limply.
My heart flashed back to the memory of another little boy from Burma, a
Rohingya child the Partners medical team cared for in Arakan State during a short
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relief trip last December. We had no way of testing for malaria then, but we were pretty
sure that he too had malaria Pf. And that it had gone cerebral. We prayed. We did what
we could for him medically. But because the treatment we had to offer was too late and
too little, because there was no other health care available and because oppression and
violence had paved the way for disease and prevented an appropriate response, we had
to watch that child die. I miss him and I never even knew his name.

Mercifully, Jaw Eh Ku's story would be different. As I watched it unfold, I was very aware
of why. He had access to a good clinic with trained medics and a supply of medication
less than a day's walk from his village. Thanks to the fledgling ceasefire in Karen State,
his father was able to bring him for care without being blocked or attacked. And on
arriving, he received an accurate diagnosis because the equipment and knowledge
to do malaria testing were available in the middle of the jungle. This is no small thing.
The clinic in Lay Tong Ku exists because of the cooperative work of Partners, the Free
Burma Rangers, the local church, a committed team of medics and a faithful donor in the
United States named George. It provides the best source of healthcare in the area. If it
had not been there, Jaw Eh Ku would have been defenseless against the deadly disease
racking his little body.
As it was, our little fighter had excellent reinforcements. A nurse volunteering
with Partners had just given a training update on malaria the day before, so the medics
were armed with the most up to date knowledge on treatment. We coached them
through a difficult IV start, dose calculations for the required medications, and a plan
for monitoring the child's condition. We all prayed, and often. It was a rough night, but
one of the medics took care of Jaw Eh Ku the whole time. And in the morning, he woke
up alert and able to sit on his own. His eyes had that two-year-old spark again. He even
found the strength to protest a bit when it was time for him to take his medicine. Our
team breathed a prayer of thanks. He was going to be all right.
A month later, I was back - another visit to Lay Tong Ku, another batch of
laminated pictures. I asked about Jaw Eh Ku. He was home and healthy. As new photos
were stapled to the wall, I looked around at the ongoing work they were there to
celebrate. My heart suddenly filled - with love for these people, hope for their future,
and strongest of all, praise for the evidence of God's goodness in that place.
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EDUCATION

IN SHAN STATE

IT'S JUST BEGINNING...

ONLY 4%

OF KIDS GO TO SCHOOL
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FOR THESE CHILDREN & MANY MORE

WE ARE DREAMING OF FREE, FULL LIVES

STUDENTS
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16 SCHOOLS, 21 TEACHERS
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1 COMMUNITY SHOP
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4 CATTLE FARMS
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apx.

Sign up today to give a regular monthly gift to Partners and become a

Regular monthly giving is a great way to support our work. It's great for us as it helps
us to be more effective in our planning and funding of programmes, and its great
for you as setting up a standing order means no more having to write and send
cheques, as your donation will be sent automatically by your bank. You choose the
amount that fits your budget, and you can change or cancel at any time.
During September we are launching our new regular giving programme and asking
those who already support us through recieving our resources or by giving one-off
gifts, to consider signing up for a regular gift of £10, £20 or £25 a month.
Just a small amount really can make a lot of change. Thank you.

Sign up today and receive

.

Bi-Monthly special updates about

how your money is being used to bring
real change in Burma.

.

Exclusive discounts on all our

.

A small thank-you gift that will serve to

weaving merchandise and calendars.

remind you that every month you are
helping to bring change to some of the
most vulnerable people in the world.
Please use the response form
enclosed, or go online at
http://www.partnersworld.org.uk/donate

If you currently give monthly to us, you should have already recieved your
Change Maker pack. If not, please let us know at info@partnersworld.org
WWW.PARTNERSWORLD.ORG
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To recieve this magazine on a bi-monthly basis and for information on how you can help us in our work, please contact us;

Partners Relief & Development UK
PO Box 557
Mexborough
S63 3EN
Telephone +44 (0) 1709 578904
info@partnersworld.org.uk
www.partnersworld.org.uk

Our vision Free, full lives for the children of Burma

Contributors Steve Gumaer, Brad Hazlett, Heidi Friesen, Ruhan
Snyders, Craig Garrison, Sacha Olson, Stephen & Kelli Spurlock.
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Partners Relief & Development is a registered charity in the USA,
Canada, UK, Australia, Norway, New Zealand and Thailand.

Partners Relief & Development UK is a nonprofit organisation registered with the UK Charities Commision. Charity number 1118339
12 PARTNERS MAGAZINE / September Issue 2013

